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THE	BEGINNING	OF	A	SEVEN	YEAR	PATH	TOWARDS	A	
COMPREHENSIVE	ECOLOGY	

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

"Utopia is on the horizon. I walk two steps, it 
moves two steps away and the horizon runs ten 

steps further. So, what is utopia for?  
For that, it serves to walk". 

Eduardo Galeano 

A little over five years ago, in the Encyclical Letter 
Laudato Si ', Pope Francis offered us an attentive 
reading and critical reflection on the economic, 
political and cultural dynamics that, in the name of 
an erroneous idea of progress, have privileged 
capital over the dignity of the human person; this 
being reflected in the worrying environmental 
crisis that we are experiencing today. 

It is curious that the Church and the world are 
celebrating the fifth anniversary of a document 
that has delimited a new path, at the level of 
spirituality and ecology, in the midst of a pandemic 
that has exposed shameful economic and 
educational gaps in our society. The health crisis 
caused by COVID-19 seems like a slap on the wrist, 
to start together, as humanity, that path of 
ecological conversion that the Pope and numerous 
environmental leaders have insistently asked of 
us, and which today is more urgent than ever.  

On the occasion of the five years of Laudato Si', the 
Dicastery for the Promotion of Integral Human 
Development has proposed to celebrate, from 
May 21, 2020 to May 24, 2021, a special year, 
where we live together a time that will translate 
into a "jubilee of the Earth, for humanity and all 
God's creatures". This special year marks the 
beginning of a seven-year journey, where 
different institutions will make a public 
commitment to reorder their habits of life and 
consumption, in order to achieve full and total 
sustainability in tune with the spirit of Laudato Si´.   

 

 

The following institutions and communities are 
expected to join this seven-year march towards 
integral ecology: 

1. Laudato Si' Families. 

2. Laudato Si' Diocese / Parishes. 

3. Laudato Si' Schools. 

4. Laudato Si' Universities. 

5. Laudato Si’ Hospitals / Health Centers. 

6. Agricultural companies / farms, etc. Laudato Si’ 

7. Laudato Si' Religious Orders. 

“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” Jn 10,10 

Bulletin JPIC: Seven Year path towards 
a comprehensive ecology 

With Francis of Assisi and Luis Amigó, sowing peace and 
hope for the planet 
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"Interdependence forces us to think of a 
single world, a common project" (LS 164) 

The objectives that will measure the integral 
ecology towards which this seven-year path points 
are the following: 

1. LS 49. Answer to the cry of the earth: It is hoped 
to achieve carbon neutrality through the use of 
clean and renewable energy, and the reduction of 
fossil fuels. This objective also involves caring for 
biodiversity, also guaranteeing access to drinking 
water for all. 

2. LS 91. Response to the cry of the poor: With 
special attention to the most vulnerable 
communities: migrants, indigenous communities, 
children at risk of slavery, homeless people, etc. 
This objective invites the defense of human life, 
from conception to death, and of all forms of life on 
Earth. 

3. LS 194. A green economy: It is no longer an 
option to be or not to be environmentally 
sustainable in terms of economy. It is an obligation. 
For this reason, the ecological economy proposes a 
disinvestment in fossil fuels or in any activity that 
affects the Earth and the communities, betting on 
the use of clean energy and fair trade. An ecological 
economy supposes an ethical economy, where it is 
necessary to seek to strengthen small local markets 
that are sustainable, without slave labor and that 
leave a minimal ecological footprint on the planet.  

4. LS 206. Adoption of simple lifestyles: A radical 
change in the environment means a change in the 
life of each and every one. This objective invites us 
to assume a more sober lifestyle, increasingly 
reducing the use of disposable plastics, the 
consumption of water and electricity, using public 
transport and adopting more vegetarian diets. 

5. LS 211. Ecological education: Ecological 
education proposes to question and rethink the 
study plans in schools and universities in order to 
form a human being more aware of his link with 
nature so that, learning to live in community, he 
can promote concrete actions in favor of the 
environment. 

6. LS 216. Ecological spirituality: A religious look at 
God's Creation is urgent. A vision of Creation as a 

                                                             
1 Message of the Global Educational Pact, october 15, 
2020 

gift, and of the Earth as a mother. We sing with 
Saint Francis of Assisi: 

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, 
who sustains and governs us, and produces various 
fruits with colorful flowers and grass. 

The governments and neoliberal economies that 
govern us today have taken the Earth from us as a 
mother, to turn it into a resource from which to 
extract things. Yes, the Earth is a mother, a mother 
who embraces us, covers us and provides us with life, 
and to which we therefore owe our respect and care. 
Outside of Earth, life has no other possibilities. For 
this reason, liturgical celebrations, catechesis, 
retreats and encounters must be opportunities to re-
understand Creation as a gift, as a grace, as a place 
for life and for meeting and caring for the other. 

7. LS 183. Emphasize community commitment and 
active participation: Care for creation is the 
responsibility of all of us. We cannot unload the 
responsibility of caring for the environment on a few; 
and as Pope Francis tells us: “We must not expect 
everything from those who govern us, it would be 
childish”1. Educating in the roots to the territory, to 
the memory, promoting initiatives by walking 
together, it is more feasible that we can heal the 
wounds that our culture of consumption and 
disposal has caused to the earth and the most 
vulnerable communities.  

Starting this year, a group of the aforementioned 
institutions is expected to begin their seven-year 
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journey towards an integral ecology. The idea is that 
in 2022 the number of institutions linked to this path 
will be double the previous group, and so for the next 
few years of this decade; so that a network, in the 
spirit of Laudato Si’, weaves itself and grows 
exponentially. The result: a "critical mass", a popular 
movement so strong and so great that it generates a 
radical and profound change in society. 

As a religious community, are we already 
begining our seven-year journey, to unite 
ourselves, with our life and our example, 
without fear of the other and without fear of 
change, of the construction of that "critical 
mass"? 
 

GLOBAL EDUCATIONAL 
PACT: A NEW HUMAN 

BEING, A NEW SOCIETY 
HUMAN, A NEW SOCIETY 

 

 
 
Fraternity has undoubtedly been one of the most 
important keys to understanding the pontificate of 
Pope Francis; and this stands as the transversal axis 
of the Global Educational Pact. And is that from an 
education that has fraternity as its main banner, we 
can generate propitious spaces for meeting, dialogue 
and confrontation with others, spaces —sanitized 
from discrimination— where it is possible to form 
beings capable of reflection and critical thinking, 
generosity, solidarity and mercy. People capable of 
walking in the same direction with someone who is 
different, and who with their difference enriches our 
ways of looking at and understanding the world. 

                                                             
2 Dear Amazon n° 20 

We cannot forget that we are of the same species. 
Without the other we could not survive on Earth. 
The other is necessary to me, and therefore, in the 
difference, I have the duty to recognize him as a 
brother and companion on the road and not as a 
threat. How many people are there in our day to 
day? From the moment we get up, in what we have 
breakfast, in what we dress, in the things we use, in 
the services that come to our house; in all that we 
have and do not know how to do? How many? 
 
In the Apostolic Exhortation Dear Amazon, Pope 
Francis invites us to think again as a community, 
drawing on the example of native peoples where 
“Life is a community journey where tasks and 
responsibilities are divided and shared according to 
the common good. There is no place for the idea of 
an individual detached from the community or its 
territory ”2.  
 
That is why community work is the only means of 
resistance against self-centeredness, which seems to 
be the paradigm of contemporary society, an 
otherwise “adolescent” society, prey to a very poor 
mentality that demands rights, but refuses to fulfill 
duties, fueled by globalization and the media that 
have taken away the possibility of a real encounter 
with the other and the experience of stopping, 
reflecting, thinking and living in silence, will be the 
antidote to face that pandemic of the cult of self and 
dispersion that today prevents us from looking at the 
same point. 
 
Walking together, all of us, hand in hand with the 
elderly who are our roots, our memory, and with our 
children and young people who are the hope of a 
new world, of a better world, the Pope has invited 
us, in his video message of the October 15, 2020, on 
the occasion of the meeting for the Global 
Educational Pact, which took place at the Lateran 
University of Rome, to generate new processes and 
new transformations, being an active part in the 
rehabilitation and support of wounded societies, 
committing ourselves together and personally to:  
 
1. Put at the center of all formal and informal 
educational process the person, their value, their 
dignity, to make their own specificity, their beauty, 
their uniqueness stand out and, at the same time, 
their ability to relate to others and with the reality 
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that surrounds it, rejecting those lifestyles that favor 
the dissemination of the culture of waste. 

2. Listen to the voice of children, adolescents and 
young people to whom we transmit values and 
knowledge, to build together a future of justice 
and peace, a dignified life for each person. 

3. Promote the full participation of girls and 
young women in education. 

4. Have the family as the first and indispensable 
educator. 

5. Educate and educate ourselves to welcome, 
opening ourselves to the most vulnerable and 
marginalized. 

6. Commit ourselves to study to find other ways of 
understanding the economy, politics, growth and 
progress, so that they are truly at the service of 
man and the entire human family in the 
perspective of an integral ecology. 

7. Safeguard and cultivate our common home, 
protecting it from the exploitation of its resources, 
adopting more sober lifestyles and seeking the 
integral use of energies renewable and respectful 
of the human and natural environment, following 
the principles of subsidiarity and solidarity and of 
the circular economy. 

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/es/bo
llettino/pubblico/2020/10/15/glob.html 

How have we educated? How are we educating? 
How are we going to educate? The first two 
questions are for a deep examination of 
conscience. For the third, Pope Francis has already 
given us very valuable clues: we already know that 
an education in which the person is the center is 
essential, to rethink the ideas of progress, 
economy, growth and development that we have. 
And that education, with a vocation for service, 
instrument and end of this, must have the courage 
to compose a new humanism, investing the best 
that each one has, to educate people open to 
dialogue and listening. 

OUR BELOVED FATHER 
FOUNDER ENLIGTHENS US 

“It is not possible to 
love God without 
also loving for him 
man, his favorite 
work, nor to love 
him with a true love 
of charity if the love 
of God is dispensed 
with. Both loves are 
like rays emanating 
from the same light 
and like flowers 

from the same stem ” (OCLA 1044). 

 (…) “like rays emanating from the same light and like 
flowers from the same stem”… how illuminating and 
pertinent the words of Luis Amigó, today, when we 
have decided to make a turn and walk towards the 
utopia of recognizing and caring for ourselves as 
brothers of the same species to educate in dialogue 
and respect; to educate in solidarity and community 
work, to build that "Village of education" in which 
"together" is the word that "saves everything and 
fulfills everything. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

"As the term 'countdown' 
suggests, we must act 

urgently" 

 “Each of us can play a 
valuable role if we all 
get going today. Not 

tomorrow, today”  
Pope Francis 
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We are community Laudato Si’, because we are committed to: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about the “Inés and Alejandro walk” for the defense of life, click on the following link: 
https://www.alejandroeines.org/index.php  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SR. MARÍA CARMENZA RÍOS LÓPEZ, TC 

 

REFLECT AND SHARE: 

1. What is critical mass? 

2. What steps do we have to take, personally and as a community, to begin to              
be part of such a strong and large popular movement that will generate a radical 
and profound change in society? 


